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inattention to polite forms is essential to efficiency ; and in this sense 
it is, as the author no doubt would be among the first to affirm , altogether 
inapplicable to the gallant gentlemen — the Morrises, Dales, Decaturs, 
Rodgerses, Biddies, Chaunceys and Perrys — whose deeds he recounts. 
The author's work is carefully done , with ample citation of authorities. 
While the volume treats of transactions the story of which has been 
fully told before, the grouping is interesting and instructive. 

J. B. Moore. 

The Republican Tradition in Europe. By H. A. L. Fisher. 
New York, G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1911. — xii, 363 pp. 

It is strange that American scholars, who have carried their historical 
investigations into every field, have been indifferent to the origin and 
growth of the republican idea, and that until the present time we have 
had in the English language no serious treatise on that engaging 
theme. There is, indeed, something of irony in the fact that it has been 
left to a subject of the British crown to trace the course of the republi- 
can tradition in European thought and politics ; but it is some compen- 
sation to know that Mr. Fisher was induced to do this work by an 
invitation to deliver a course of lectures at the Lowell Institute in 
Boston. His volume is, in fact, a reproduction of his Lowell lectures 
for 1910, substantially without alteration or additions; and, while they 
wear the outward aspect of popular discourse and carry one along without 
realizing that there is anything systematisch dargestellt about them, 
second thought shows that they represent the ripe fruit of the author's 
accurate scholarship and illuminating meditations. Mr. Fisher does 
not open with Greece and Rome ; but, after an introductory chapter on 
mediaeval thought and ancient tradition and a few pages on Venice and 
Florence and the Protestant spirit, he takes up his main theme with the 
rise of the first French Republic. Naturally, France has the lion's 
share, for by example and precept she led all the rest of modern 
Europe. Nevertheless, Mr. Fisher does not neglect the Germans, the 
Italians or the Spaniards ; wherever the republican spirit revealed 
itself , in revolutionary activities or in literature, he takes note of it. 
Condorcet, Godwin, Coleridge, Fourier, Mazzini, Garibaldi, Marx, 
Gambetta, Castelar and all the rest have found their places in our 
author's scheme of things ; but it is not as detached intelligences that 
he treats them , for he carries along a thread of narrative political his- 
tory which holds each in his proper setting. Every important crisis , in 
which the republican idealists placed their hopes vainly, is so described 
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as to explain why " practical " men were led to take their stand against 
experimental politics. In treating of the first French revolution, the 
revolutions of 1830 and 1848, the commotions in Spain etc., Mr. Fisher 
shows how the real struggle was between contending social classes, not 
between the nations in revolt and their sovereigns. At the end of his 
volume, the author reviews the present status of the republican idea, 
concluding that " there can be little question that since 1870 the cause 
of republicanism has made no substantial progress in Europe." His 
reasons for the decline in enthusiasm for abstract republicanism are 
simple and convincing : monarchs have become personally more agree- 
able ; there is a growing recognition that the precise form of the execu- 
tive is no scientific measure of political and civil liberty ; the dissatis- 
faction of the working classes with the economic structure of society 
" has taken the place of simple and direct protest against the costliness 
of crowns and the profligacy of courts " ; and growing imperialism 
regards monarchy as a symbol of unity and strength. In short, the 
dominant economic classes of our time look upon monarchy as a con- 
servative institution ; and the opposing radical groups are more inter- 
ested in winning political and economic power than in lopping off a 
few more tinsel ornaments. Moreover, there may be kings in social 
democracies ; for any party that wins must perforce become conservative 
of its own rights and prerogatives. 

C. A. Beard. 

Eight Centuries of Portuguese Monarchy : A Political Study. 
By V. de Braganca Cunha. New York, James Pott and Company, 
1911. — 265 pp. 

Treatises in English on Portuguese history are so rare that especial 
interest attaches to a work the title of which implies a promise to ex- 
plain the recent conversion of the Portuguese kingdom into a republic 
in the light of conditions dating back to the time of the original sep- 
aration from the rest of the Hispanic peninsula. In his preface, how- 
ever, the author calls the book a " sketch of the Portuguese nation," 
and declares that he has tried " to bring out the broad lines of the life 
of the people, and to indicate, as far as possible, the influences which 
have moulded their politics." Incidentally he confesses that his under- 
taking " from its very magnitude " may have surpassed his abilities. 
It certainly is a task of some magnitude to compress a long story, re- 
plete with much that is interesting, into fewer than three hundred 
pages of large print. 

Less than half of the book is devoted to the period before 1808, 



